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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
processing unit that employs optimum compression 
method depending on image data, so as to apply 
compression processing to the image data, thereby 
enhancing the image quality of a compressed image. 
SOLUTION: The image processing unit is provided with a 
plurality of compression means that apply compression 
processing of different methods to individual image data; 
a discrimination means that discriminates whether other 
compression means is to be used for compression 
processing, depending on compression data obtained by 
applying compression processing to the image data by 
using any of a plurality of the compression means; and a 
changeover means that selects another compression 
means and reconducts the compression processing of 
the image data, when the discrimination means 
discriminates that the use of another compression 
means is appropriate. 
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